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1. Introduction
   The first working season of the 2007 Syria-Japan archaeological joint research in the Bishri region 
was initiated on February 15 and was completed on March 3.
The members who participated in this joint research from Syrian and Japanese missions are as 
follows.
Syrian mission: Anas Al Khabour (director), Shaker Al Shbib (director), Nawras Mohamad, Ayham 
Al Fahry, Mahmmod Al Hassan and Ibrahim Musa.
Japanese mission: Katsuhiko Ohnuma (director), Sumio Fujii, Saeko Miyashita, Hirotoshi Numoto, 
Akira Tsuneki, Atsunori Hasegawa, Tomoyasu Kiuchi, Lubna Omar, Izumi Yoda and Yasuyoshi 
Okada.
Dr. Bassam Jamous, Director General of the Syrian Directorate General of Antiquities and Musems, 
and Dr. Michel Al Maqdissi, Director of Archaeological Excavations and Research at the Syrian 
Directorate General of Antiquities and Musems, kindly understood this archaeological project and 
cooperated towards its realization. We express our sincerest gratitudes to them for their warm-hearted 
cooperation. We also thank Mr. Samer Abdel Ghafour of the Syrian Directorate General of Antiquities 
and Musems for his kind help and cooperation.
2. Topography of the surveyed areas
The region between the city of Raqqa on the middle Euphrates and the northern edge of the Mount 
Bishri can be divided into three fundamental areas from geomorphological points of view. 
The first of these areas is the riverside plain, which extends into west and east directions in the 
width of 1 to 4 km along the Euphrates. This area is irrigated now using water from the Euphrates, 
and its most parts are utilized as grain fields. There are some small villages at the southern edge 
of the riverside plain.
The second area is the Euphrates plateau between the riverside plain and the Mount Bishri. This 
plateau is some 100 m higher than the riverside plain, and the boundary line between the riverside plain 
and the plateau is formed very steeply. The inner parts of this plateau, however, are almost flat, and 
we could find ore of gypsum in a large quantity. There are some huge wadis, but this flat area is 
a dry and wild moorland. In this area, therefore, only nomadic people live today, pasturing their 
sheep and goats.
The third area is the mountain named Jabal Bishri. The highest altitude of this mountain is some 
800 m, but it is too gradually sloped to tell the boundary between the plateau and the mountain 
area.
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3. Surveys of archaeological sites and birs
In this working season, two kinds of surveys were undertaken in the area between the city of Raqqa 
and the northern edge of the Mount Bishri, within the roughly triangular plateau surrounded by the 
towns of Mansura, Rasafa, Ghanem al-Ali and Hauijt Shnnan (Map 1).
One of the two surveys was aimed to map archaeological sites with sampling of archaeological 
specimens, and another was aimed to map birs (wells).
In the following sections, archaeological sites and birs which we mapped during the surveys are 
briefly described.
Survey of archaeological sites
Rasafa North is a small mound located some 2 km north from the town of Rasafa. We collected 
potsherds of the Byzantine and Umayyad periods (Map 1). 
Kherbet al-Halul is a town with a surrounding wall. It is located some 25 km south from the 
town of Rasafa. Potsherds of the Byzantine and Umayyad periods were collected (Map 1).
Barayt Tell Hammam is located at the town of Baluda, 10 km north-east from the town of 
Mansura. It is a low mound, reminiscent of an open-air site, seemingly located on the lower terrace 
of the Euphrates. We collected Middle Palaeolithic artifacts from this mound (Map 1). 
Site GCHS C113 is a medium-sized tell located 1 km south from Barayt Tell Hammam. At this 
site with a bench mark GCHS C113, we collected potsherds of the Byzantine period (Fig. 1).
Al-Hura is a small tell 2 km south from Site GCHS C113. Potsherds collected date this site to 
the Roman, Byzantine, and Umayyad periods (Map 1; Fig. 2).
Bir Kredy is located 15 km east from the town of Mansura. Judging from potsherds collected, 
this site with a well in its center is dated to the Byzantine and Umayyad periods. The well is said 
to be 70 m deep (Map 1; Fig. 3).
Al-Qabu al-Saghir is located some 24 km south-east from the town of Mansura. It is also a site 
surrounding a well, said to be 170 m deep. Potsherds collected date this site to the Buzantine period 
(Map 1; Fig. 4). 
Tell Muheir is a medium-sized tell located some 30 km south-east from the town of Mansura. 
It is basically a natural mound, on which several graves and structures are remaining. Most of the 
potsherds collected are dated to the Islamic period. It is probable that this natural mound was often 
used in the past before the Islamic period, for it stands very clear on the flat plateau (Map 1; Fig. 5).
Tell Muheir East is a small tell some 1.5 km east from Tell Muheir. We collected few Islamic 
potsherds at this site (Map 1).
Tell Hammadin is a medium-sized tell located 800 m north from the Raqqa/Deir-ez-zor road at 
the town of Al-Jibly. It is located on the riverside plain of the Euphrates. Many potsherds of the Bronze 
Age are distributed on its surface (Map 1; Fig. 6).
Ghanem al-Ali A-E is a complex of small tells located 600 to 800 m east from the Ghanem 
al-Ali/Jabal Bishri road, at the spot 3 km south from the Raqqa/Deir-ez-zor road. Site A is a complex 
of mounds, shaped like Letter L. The length of this site complex is 300 m and the width 50 m. 
Site B is shaped oblong, 100 m in length and 30 m in width. Potsherds distributed on these sites 
are similar to those from Tell Hammadin. It is strongly suggested, therefore, that Site Ghanem al-
Ali A-E is dated back to the Bronze Age. The looting of archaeological objects from this site is 
remarkable (Map 1; Figs. 27, 28). 
Nakhila is located some 23 km south-east from the city of Raqqa and south of the Euphrates. 
It faces the village named Al-Rabt, located 500 m south from the Raqqa/Deir-ez-zor highway road. 
This Islamic castle, built on the northern edge of the cliff, measures 100 m from the north to south 
and 40 m from east to west. The base of the castle was constructed with square-shaped gypsum. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE BISHRI REGION SOUTH OF RAQQA　121
The wall built of baked bricks remains on the gypsum base. The height of the south-east wall is 3 
m. The use of baked bricks on gypsum bases as architectural materials is the typical feature of the 
Islamic period. The castle, at least, has two gates at south-east and north-east parts. Potsherds 
distributed on the surface are dated to the Byzantine and Islamic periods (Figs. 16-19; Maps 1, 2).
Qala’t Safin is located some 16km south-east from the city of Raqqa and south of the Euphrates. 
It is located on the northern edge of the steep cliff named “Jabal Safin”, south of the Raqqa/Deir-
ez-zor highway road. This Islamic castle is similar to that at Nakhila and measures 60 m from east 
to west and 30 m from north to south. The plan of this castle is roughly rectangular. Different from 
Nakhila, most of the building materials are square-shaped gypsum. Two rooms, at least, stick out 
from the south wall (Fig. 22). It seems that this castle was a kind of defense structure such as watch-
tower facing the Jabal Bishri. Potsherds of the Byzantine and Islamic periods are distributed on the 
surface.
Qart al-Sud, located 2-3 km east from Qart al-Beit, is a cairn constructed on the top of a natural 
hill. Several stones were used to construct this grave. It has a circular plan and measures 1.2 m in diameter 
and 1 m in hight. At the center of this cairn, there is a small hollow facing north-east (Fig. 25). No 
potsherds were collected around the cairn, and the period of its construction is unknown. It seems 
that many cairns are distributed in the plateau, especially on the tops of natural hills (Fig. 26).
Survey of Birs
In this working season, we surveyed the places with names bir and jlib, meaning well on the 
map published by the Syrian government (S=1/50,000). According to the map, there exist wells in 
more frequencies in the eastern part of the plateau than in the western part. 
We surveyed 5 wells: Bir Bueidan, Jlib al-Hardan, Bir al-Mazyd, Bir Khatun and Bir Mazra’ at 
al-manarh (Maps 1, 2).
Bir Bueidan is located some 6 km south from the northern edge of the plateau and 6.5 km south 
of the village named Ghanem al-Ali, located on the junction point of the Aleppo-Deir-ez-zor road 
and the road to Jabal Bishri (Map 1). This well measures 1.4 m in diameter (Fig. 7), and is attached 
with a kind of water-supply system for sheep and goats running into north-east direction. The wall 
of this cairn is made from basalt (Fig. 8). It does not produce water now, and no potsherds were 
collected.
Jlib al-Hardan is located some 1.5 km south-west from Bir Bueidan and some 4.5 km south from 
the northern edge of the plateau (Map 1). It measures about 2 m in diameter and is enclosed with concrete. 
It has three water-paths (Fig. 9). One of these is made from concrete, but the other is constructed 
with basalt and is broken (Fig. 10). It seems clear that this well was repeatedly scraped and reused.
Bir Khatun is located some 6 km south-east from Ghanem al-Ali and 4 km south from the northern 
edge of the plateau (Map 1). Measuring 1.5 m in diameter and being enclosed with concrete (Fig. 
11), this well has two water-paths. One of these, extending into north-west direction, is made with 
several blocks of basalt, and the other directed to south-east is made with gypsum. Both of these 
water-paths are broken, and the well does not produce water.
Bir Ali al-Mazyd is located some 500 m south-east from Bir Khatun (Map 1). It measures 1 m 
in diameter and has two water-paths (Fig. 12). This well, like others, is called Bir Ali al-Mazyd 
after the name of a man who constructed the wells. It produced water until recent days but it is 
abandoned now, because nomadic people nowadays get water from modern equipments such as water 
wagon. According to a man living near the well, people at this place used birs before 30 years ago. 
Many ores of basalt are scattered on the west part of Bir Ali al-Mazyd and Jlib al-Hardan, suggesting 
that this place used to be one of the sources of basalt on the plateau and the plain. 
Bir Mazra’ at al-Manarh is located some 10 km west from Ghanem al-Ali and 3 km south 
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from the northern edge of the plateau (Map 3). It is located on the center of a small mound (Fig. 
13). This well has a square hall cutting into the bedrock (Fig. 14). It seems that this well has a 
kind of water-supply system at the western side (Fig. 15). Aso, this well does not seem to have 
been constructed by nomadic people. It does not produce water now. 
All of the wells reported above are located in the areas within the distance of some 6 km south 
from the northern edge of the plateau. It is important to collect information in more details about 
the dates of wells on the plateau, as to when nomadic people used them. 
4. Perspectives of future research
The Syria/Japan joint research entitled “Formation of Tribal Communities in the Bishri Mountains 
on the Middle Euphrates” aims to clarify, by means of integrated research methods by different 
scientific fields, how sedentary and nomadic tribal communities contributed to the formation of 
agriculture-based city-state societies in the Middle Euphrates.
In order to approach this subject, a series of research are indispensable as follows.
1) Sites-distribution survey in the area between the city of Raqqa and the northern edge of the 
Mount Bishri
2) Dating of the sites surveyed
3) Selection of a site for excavation in order to clarify processes when and how agriculture-based 
city-state societies appeared in the area 
4) Confirmation of activity traces of nomadic tribes represented by the Amorite in the process of 
formation of city-state societies
In this working season, we undertook surveys of archaeological sites and of birs in the triangular 
area surrounded by the towns of Mansura, Rasafa, Ghanem al-Ali and Hauijt Shnnan.
These two kinds of surveys have made it clear that there is a bias in the dates of the sites distribued 
on the Euphrates plateau between the towns of Mansura and Ghanem al-Ali. 
Most of the sites in the western part of the plateau are dated to the Roman, Byzantine and Islamic 
periods, while in the eastern part only a few sites are distributed but several of them are dated back 
to the Early Bronze Age.
Fortunately enough, we have confirmed a small-scaled site complex, which are dated back to the 
Early Bronze Age on the basis of pottery features. We named this site complex “Ghanem al-Ali A-E” 
because there are no villages in its surroundings. This site complex is located near to Tell Ghanem al-
Ali (ca. 5 km) and Tell Hammadin (ca. 10 km), both of which are dated back to the Early Bronze Age.
On the riverside plain of the Euphrates near the city of Raqqa, there are many sites that can be 
dated back to the Early Broze Age such as Tell Bia’a and Tell Thadin, in addition to Tell Ghanem 
al-Ali and Tell Hammadin.
As just mentioned, the aim of this Syria/Japan joint research is to clarify the process how agriculture-
based city-state societies appeared in the area between the city of Raqqa and the northern edge of 
the Mount Bishri.
In order to attain this aim, it is indispensable to proceed the research by means of three methods 
as follows.
1) Excavation at a site, such as Tell Ghanem al-Ali and Tell Hammadin, located on the Euphrates 
riverside plain 
2) Excavation at the site of Ghanem al-Ali A-E, located on the Euphrates plateau near to its northern 
edge
3) Survey on the Euphrates plateau in order to trace movements of nomadic tribes in archaeological 
context
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Fig. 3　Bir Kredy Fig. 4　Bir at al-Qabu al-Saghir
Fig. 1　View of Site GCHSC Fig. 2　View of Site al-Hura
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Fig. 5　View of Tell Muheir Fig. 6　View of Tell Hammadin
Fig. 7　View of Bir Bueidan Fig. 8　Well of Bir Bueidan
Fig. 9　View of Jlib al-Hardan Fig. 10　Broken waterway made from basalt
Fig. 11　View of Bir Khatun Fig. 12　View of Bir Ali al-Mazyd
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Fig. 15　Probable water-supply system
Fig. 17　View of Nakhila Fig. 18　Northern corner of Nakhila
Fig. 19　South wall and gate of Nakhila
Fig. 13　View of Mazra’ at al-Manarh Fig. 14　Well of Mazra’ at al-Manarh
Fig. 16　View of Nakhila
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Fig. 25　Center of cairn (Shallow hollow) Fig. 26　Another cairn
Fig. 20　View of Qala’t Safin
Fig. 21　Room in the south-east part
Fig. 22　Room sticking out
Fig. 24　View of cairn from westFig. 23　View of cairn from north
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Fig. 27　View of Ghanem al-Ali A Fig. 28　Remarkable looting at Ghanem al-Ali A
Photo 1 Potsherds and glass objects 
from Rasafa North
Photo 2　Potsherds from Kherbet al-Halul
 Photo 3 Lithic artifacts from Barayt Tell 
Hammam
 Photo 4　Potsherds from Al-Hura
Photo 5　Potsherds from Bir Kredy
 Photo 6　Potsherds from Al-Qabu al-Saghir
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 Photo 7　Lithic artifacts from Tell Muheir East
Photo 8　Potsherds from Tell Hammadin
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 Photo 9　Potsherds from Ghanem al-Ali A
Photo 10　Potsherds from Ghanem al-Ali B Photo 11　Potsherds from Ghanem al-Ali C
Photo 12　Potsherds and lithic artifacts from 
Ghanem al-Ali D
 Photo 13　Potsherds from Nakhila
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ΓέϭΎΠϤϟ΍ϝϼΘϟ΍ϭϲϠόϟ΍ϢϧΎϏϞΗϞΜϣϝϼΘϟ΍ΪΣ΍ϲϓΐϴϘϨΘϟ΍ϢΘϴγϭ΢δϣϭ
ϊΒΘΘϟΔΒπϬϟ΍έΎΛ΁ϯϮΘΤϤϟ΍΍άϫϦϤοϞΣήϟ΍Ϟ΋ΎΒϘϟ΍ΔϛήΣήΛϷ΍ϱ

